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Period

2009-2014

2004-2009

EEA Grants 
(in million EUR)

998.5

672

Norway
Grants 
(in million EUR)

800

635

Beneficiary countries*

Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Estonia, Greece,
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
Malta, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Slovakia,
Slovenia and Spain.

Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Estonia, Greece,
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
Malta, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Slovakia,
Slovenia and Spain.

Supported sectors

Environmental protection
and management, climate
change and renewable
energy, carbon capture
and storage, green
industry innovation, civil
society, human and social
development, protecting
cultural heritage, academic
research and scholarship,
promotion of decent work
and tripartite dialogue,
and justice and home
affairs.

Environment and
sustainable development
(22.2%), conservation of
European cultural heritage
(22%), health and
childcare (14.3%), human
resource development
(10.6%), Schengen and
judiciary (10.4%), civil
society (7.3%), academic
research (7.1%) and
regional policy and cross-
border activities (3.6%).

Status

Programmes are expected
to be established from late
2011,  onwards.
Programmes will launch
calls for funding of
projects which may be
implemented until 2016.

1 250 projects,
programmes and funds
were approved in the 15
beneficiary states. The
large majority of projects
will be implemented by 
30 April 2011.

1999-2003

1994-1998

120

Grants: 500
Interest rebate loans: 
1 500

Greece, Ireland, Northern
Ireland, Portugal and
Spain.

Greece, Ireland, Northern
Ireland, Portugal and
Spain.

Environment (93%),
education and training
(5.4%) and transport
(1.3%).

Environmental protection
(61%), education and
training (22%) and
transport (17%).

25 projects were approved
in 2003. The FI is expected
to close in spring 2011. 

56 projects and 37 interest
rebate applications for a
loan portfolio of EUR 1.5
billion in EIB loans were
approved. The accounts for
the FM were closed in
2008. 

Financial Instrument (FI) (in million EUR)

Financial Mechanism (FM) (in million EUR)

* Since 2004, Greece, Portugal and Spain have only been eligible for funding through the EEA Grants. Spain receives transitional support until the end of 2013.

EEA EFTA Support: Overview 1994-2014
The grant schemes have been negotiated and agreed between the EEA EFTA States and the European Commission
on a five-year basis.
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The EFTA Council 
The EFTA Council manages relations between the
EFTA States under the EFTA Convention. It is the
forum in which the Member States consult, negotiate
and act together. The Council’s policy-making
mandate is broad. The policies are designed to promote
the overall objectives of the Association and to
facilitate the development of links with other states,
groups of states and international organisations. The
Council is also responsible for administrative and
budgetary matters within EFTA. 

The Council normally meets twice a year at Ministerial
level to provide direct political guidance to EFTA’s
work. These meetings take place in both formal and
informal settings. At their summer meeting, the EFTA
Ministers discuss free trade relations and the EEA
Agreement. If required, an additional meeting devoted
to free trade relations is held at the end of the year.
Between the Ministerial meetings the Council meets
monthly at Ambassadorial level.

A number of specialised committees and expert groups
assist and report directly to the Council. The
Committee on Third-Country Relations, for instance,
oversees the functioning and development of free trade
and cooperation agreements with countries outside the
European Union. The Committee of Origin and
Customs Experts deals with cooperation in the field of
customs. The EFTA Board of Auditors is the supreme
auditing authority for the EFTA Secretariat. It also
serves as a point of contact for the European Court of
Auditors when auditing EFTA contributions to the EU
budget on the basis of the EEA Agreement. The Budget
Committee assists the Council in EFTA budgetary
matters. A number of committees manage the updating
of the EFTA Convention.

EFTA Advisory Bodies
The EFTA Consultative Committee (made up of social
partner representatives) and the EFTA Parliamentary
Committee (comprising members of EFTA’s national
parliaments) advise the Council on current EFTA

EFTA INSTITUTIONS

Kåre Bryn, EFTA Secretary-General, Bergdís Ellertsdóttir, Deputy Secretary-General in Brussels and Didier Chambovey, Deputy Secretary-General in Geneva.
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matters. Both committees have formal links with their
colleagues in the European Union (see the Two-Pillar
EEA Structure on page 20). They also meet
occasionally with their counterparts in countries where
EFTA has free trade relations.

Managing the EFTA
Secretariat
The day-to-day running of the Secretariat is headed by
the Secretary-General, who is assisted by two Deputy
Secretaries-General, one based in Geneva and the
other in Brussels. The three posts are divided between
the Member States. 

The organisational structure of the Secretariat reflects
the different fields of EFTA’s activities. The Secretariat
employs approximately 90 staff members, a third of
whom are based in Geneva, two thirds in Brussels and
a small team in Luxembourg. All staff members are
employed on three-year contracts, renewable once.
Whilst working at the Secretariat, staff members are

servants of the Association and therefore not
responsible to their national governments. 

Staff at EFTA’s Headquarters in Geneva deal with the
management and negotiation of free trade agreements
with non-EU countries, and assist the EFTA Council.

The Secretariat in Brussels provides support for the
management of the EEA Agreement, and assists the
Member States in preparing new legislation for
integration into the EEA Agreement. The Secretariat
also supports the Member States in the elaboration of
input to EU decision making.

The two duty stations work together closely to
implement the Vaduz Convention as regards the intra-
EFTA free trade area. 

The EFTA Statistical Office in Luxembourg
contributes to the development of a broad and
integrated European Statistical System.

European Standardisation

The EFTA States and the European Commission cooperate closely to create and implement a European
standardisation policy. This includes parallel financing of standards-related work carried out by CEN, the
European Committee for Standardization; CENELEC, the European Committee for Electrotechnical
Standardization; and ETSI, the European Telecommunications Standards Institute. 

EFTA also cofinances the activities of ANEC, the European association for the coordination of consumer
representation in standardisation; ECOS, the European Environmental Citizens Organisation for Standardisation;
and EOTA, the European Organisation for Technical Approvals. 

European Accreditation

The EFTA States and the European Commission have also been working together since 2010 to implement a
European accreditation policy. This includes the cofinancing of activities carried out by the European co-operation
for Accreditation (EA).
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EFTA Budget 2011 (in CHF) Fig. 10

Budget Posts Budget 2011
Trade relations 4 682 000
Managing the EEA Agreement 8 824 000
EFTA/EU statistical cooperation 747 000
Secretary-General’s services 1 964 000
EU/EFTA and EFTA cooperation programmes 3 245 000
Internal activities 4 192 000
Total EFTA Secretariat 23 654 000

Contributions to the EFTA Budget 2011 Fig. 11

Member State Contributions (in CHF) Share (in %)

Iceland 1 025 000 4.33
Liechtenstein 205 000 0.87
Norway 13 510 000 57.12
Switzerland 8 914 000 37.68
Total 23 654 000 100.00

Secretary-General’s
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EFTA IN FIGURES  
EFTA’s merchandise trade with the world and the EU27: 2009 
(in million EUR and %) Fig. 12

Country Total trade Imports Exports Total trade % of Imports Exports
with world with EU27 total trade

Iceland 5 328 2 554 2 775 3 435 64.5 1 312 2 123
Liechtenstein* 3 315 1 274 2 041 2 496 75.3 1 164 1 332
Norway 136 359 49 609 86 750 102 684 75.3 33 011 69 673
Switzerland 232 772 110 667 122 105 158 933 68.3 86 088 72 845

Sources: Eurostat (COMEXT) and National Statistical Institutes

* Trade between Liechtenstein and Switzerland is not included.

EFTA merchandise trade with the EU27: 2009 
(in million EUR) Fig. 13

EFTA Iceland Norway Switzerland*

Partner Imports Exports Trade Imports Exports Trade Imports Exports Trade Imports Exports Trade

from to from to from to from to

EU27 121 575 145 973 267 548 1 312 2 123 3 435 33 011 69 673 102 684 87 252 74 177 161 429
Germany 42 962 35 516 78 477 216 324 540 6 311 11 309 17 621 36 435 23 882 60 317
United Kingdom 7 222 26 794 34 015 118 369 486 2 950 20 182 23 132 4 154 6 243 10 397
France 12 256 17 681 29 936 50 102 152 1 788 7 149 8 936 10 418 10 430 20 848
Italy 13 574 13 227 26 801 72 29 101 1 530 2 725 4 255 11 972 10 473 22 445
Netherlands 7 204 14 256 21 460 222 793 1 015 1 915 9 911 11 826 5 066 3 553 8 619
Sweden 7 870 5 973 13 844 193 20 213 6 800 4 956 11 756 877 997 1 875
Spain 3 680 6 448 10 128 32 123 154 1 113 1 996 3 109 2 536 4 329 6 864
Austria 5 289 4 136 9 425 14 6 20 497 502 998 4 779 3 628 8 407
Belgium 4 153 4 932 9 085 40 53 93 957 2 302 3 260 3 155 2 577 5 732
Denmark 4 178 4 269 8 448 174 64 239 3 328 3 420 6 748 676 785 1 460
Ireland 3 484 1 347 4 831 40 93 133 632 838 1 470 2 813 416 3 228
Poland 2 119 2 227 4 346 30 30 60 1 348 991 2 340 741 1 205 1 946
Finland 1 990 1 635 3 625 25 6 32 1 437 1 020 2 456 528 609 1 137
Czech Republic 1 634 1 798 3 432 10 2 13 484 816 1 301 1 140 979 2 119
Portugal 460 1 402 1 862 6 52 58 145 678 823 308 672 981
Hungary 874 723 1 597 10 2 13 254 58 312 610 663 1 272
Greece 192 1 148 1 341 2 11 13 39 179 218 151 959 1 110
Romania 518 618 1 136 3 3 361 127 487 154 491 645
Slovakia 480 370 849 3 4 7 221 39 261 255 327 582
Lithuania 408 230 638 12 33 44 356 139 494 41 59 99
Slovenia 216 231 447 2 2 63 15 78 151 216 367
Estonia 283 157 440 18 2 20 239 119 358 26 36 62
Latvia 190 241 431 14 1 15 158 113 272 17 127 145
Luxembourg 218 196 413 2 1 3 42 31 73 173 163 337
Bulgaria 96 194 290 1 1 30 15 45 65 178 244
Malta 14 158 172 3 3 4 28 32 8 130 138
Cyprus 12 67 79 8 15 23 3 52 55

Source: EUROSTAT (COMEXT)
* Including Liechtenstein.
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EFTA’s main trading partners in merchandise trade: 2009 
(in million EUR and %) Fig. 14

Rank Country Total trade Share Export Share Rank Imports Share Rank Trade

% % % balance
World 377 774 100 213 670 100 n.a. 164 103 100 n.a. 49 567
Free trade partners 297 891 78.9 166 488 77.9 n.a. 131 403 80.1 n.a. 35 086
EU27 267 548 70.8 145 973 68.3 n.a. 121 575 74.1 n.a. 24 398
EFTA's 31 FTA partners 
(excluding EU27) 27 459 7.3 18 983 8.9 n.a. 8 475 5.2 n.a. 10 508
Intra-EFTA 2 885 0.8 1 532 0.7 n.a. 1 352 0.8 n.a. 180

1 Germany 78 477 20.8 35 516 16.6 1 42 962 26.2 1 -7 446
2 United Kingdom 34 015 9.0 26 794 12.5 2 7 222 4.4 7 19 572
3 France 29 936 7.9 17 681 8.3 3 12 256 7.5 3 5 425
4 Italy 26 801 7.1 13 227 6.2 6 13 574 8.3 2 -347
5 United States 26 370 7.0 16 688 7.8 4 9 682 5.9 4 7 006
6 Netherlands 21 460 5.7 14 256 6.7 5 7 204 4.4 8 7 053
7 Sweden 13 844 3.7 5 973 2.8 8 7 870 4.8 5 -1 897
8 China 12 842 3.4 5 465 2.6 10 7 377 4.5 6 -1 912
9 Spain 10 128 2.7 6 448 3.0 7 3 680 2.2 13 2 768

10 Austria 9 425 2.5 4 136 1.9 13 5 289 3.2 9 -1 153
11 Japan 9 379 2.5 5 691 2.7 9 3 688 2.2 12 2 002
12 Belgium 9 085 2.4 4 932 2.3 11 4 153 2.5 11 780
13 Denmark 8 448 2.2 4 269 2.0 12 4 178 2.5 10 91
14 Canada 5 235 1.4 3 547 1.7 15 1 688 1.0 17 1 859
15 Ireland 4 831 1.3 1 347 0.6 28 3 484 2.1 14 -2 137
16 Hong Kong, China 4 648 1.2 3 737 1.7 14 911 0.6 24 2 826
17 Poland 4 346 1.2 2 227 1.0 17 2 119 1.3 15 107
18 Republic of Korea 4 158 1.1 2 931 1.4 16 1 227 0.7 22 1 704
19 Finland 3 625 1.0 1 635 0.8 25 1 990 1.2 16 -355
20 Czech Republic 3 432 0.9 1 798 0.8 21 1 634 1.0 18 164
21 Russian Federation 3 413 0.9 2 100 1.0 19 1 313 0.8 20 787
22 Brazil 2 825 0.7 1 677 0.8 24 1 149 0.7 23 528
23 Singapore 2 784 0.7 2 190 1.0 18 594 0.4 30 1 596
24 India 2 616 0.7 1 822 0.9 20 794 0.5 27 1 029
25 Turkey 2 564 0.7 1 692 0.8 23 872 0.5 26 820
26 United Arab Emirates 2 112 0.6 1 737 0.8 22 375 0.2 38 1 362
27 Vietnam 1 994 0.5 442 0.2 42 1 553 0.9 19 -1 111
28 Portugal 1 862 0.5 1 402 0.7 27 460 0.3 35 942
29 South Africa 1 802 0.5 524 0.2 38 1 278 0.8 21 -753
30 Australia 1 762 0.5 1 463 0.7 26 299 0.2 42 1 164
31 Chinese Taipei 1 717 0.5 945 0.4 31 772 0.5 28 173
32 Hungary 1 597 0.4 723 0.3 33 874 0.5 25 -151
33 Thailand 1 466 0.4 713 0.3 34 752 0.5 29 -39
34 Greece 1 341 0.4 1 148 0.5 30 192 0.1 49 956
35 Saudi Arabia 1 266 0.3 1 163 0.5 29 102 0.1 63 1 061
36 Mexico 1 201 0.3 858 0.4 32 343 0.2 40 515
37 Romania 1 136 0.3 618 0.3 36 518 0.3 31 100
38 Israel 1 004 0.3 676 0.3 35 327 0.2 41 349
39 Malaysia 903 0.2 484 0.2 40 419 0.3 36 65
40 Kazakhstan 854 0.2 380 0.2 45 474 0.3 34 -94
41 Slovakia 849 0.2 370 0.2 46 480 0.3 33 -110
42 Lithuania 638 0.2 230 0.1 55 408 0.2 37 -179
43 Egypt 626 0.2 519 0.2 39 107 0.1 60 412
44 Libya 612 0.2 122 0.1 75 490 0.3 32 -368
45 Ukraine 581 0.2 415 0.2 44 166 0.1 52 249
46 Islamic Republic of Iran 566 0.1 528 0.2 37 38 0.0 87 490
47 Qatar 565 0.1 461 0.2 41 104 0.1 62 357
48 Algeria 539 0.1 425 0.2 43 114 0.1 58 311
49 Indonesia 496 0.1 291 0.1 48 205 0.1 48 86
50 Nigeria 479 0.1 320 0.1 47 159 0.1 53 162

Other countries 15 120 4.0 8 936 4.2 n.a. 6 184 3.8 n.a. 2 751

Source: EUROSTAT (COMEXT)
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Leaders in world merchandise trade: 2009 
(in billion USD and %) Fig. 15

Rank Country Total Share (%) in Exports Imports
world total

1 Extra-EU27 3 201.6 16.80 1 528.3 1 673.3
2 United States 2 661.3 13.97 1 056.0 1 605.3
3 China 2 207.2 11.58 1 201.5 1 005.7
4 Japan 1 132.7 5.94 580.7 552.0
5 Republic of Korea 686.6 3.60 363.5 323.1
6 Hong Kong, China 681.7 3.58 329.4 352.2

Retained imports 90.7 0.48 90.7
Domestic exports 16.8 0.09 16.8
Re-exports 312.6 1.64 312.6

7 Canada 646.6 3.39 316.7 329.9
8 EFTA 526.4 2.76 297.8 228.6
9 Singapore 515.6 2.71 269.8 245.8

Retained imports 114.0 0.60 114.0
Domestic exports 138.1 0.72 138.1
Re-exports 131.8 0.69 131.8

10 Russian Federation 495.2 2.60 303.4 191.8
11 Mexico 471.2 2.47 229.6 241.5
12 India 412.2 2.16 162.6 249.6
13 Chinese Taipei 378.0 1.98 203.7 174.4
14 Australia 319.7 1.68 154.2 165.5
15 United Arab Emirates 315.0 1.65 175.0 140.0
16 Saudi Arabia 287.9 1.51 192.3 95.6
17 Brazil 286.7 1.50 153.0 133.7
18 Thailand 286.3 1.50 152.5 133.8
19 Malaysia 281.3 1.48 157.4 123.8
20 Turkey 243.0 1.28 102.1 140.9
21 Indonesia 211.2 1.11 119.5 91.7
22 South Africa  135.8 0.71 62.6 73.2
23 Islamic Republic of Iran 128.5 0.67 78.1 50.4
24 Vietnam 127.0 0.67 57.1 69.9
25 Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 98.2 0.52 57.6 40.6

Total of above [1] 16 736.9 87.8 8 304.6 8 432.3
World [1] [2] 19 053.3 100.00 9 430.7 9 622.7

Source: WTO Secretariat

[1] Includes significant re-exports or imports for re-export.
[2] Excluding intra-EU27 trade.
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Leaders in world commercial services trade: 2009 
(in billion USD and %) Fig. 16

Rank Country Total Share (%) in Exports Imports
world total

1 Extra-EU27 1 195 24.73 652 543
2 United States 804 16.65 474 331
3 China 287 5.94 129 158
4 Japan 273 5.65 126 147
5 EFTA 184 3.81 109 75
6 Singapore 169 3.50 88 81
7 India 167 3.46 87 80
8 Canada 135 2.80 57 78
9 Republic of Korea 132 2.74 57 75

10 Hong Kong, China 131 2.71 86 44
11 Russian Federation 101 2.08 41 59
12 Australia 83 1.71 41 41
13 Brazil 70 1.46 26 44
14 Thailand 68 1.40 30 38
15 Chinese Taipei 60 1.24 31 29
16 Malaysia 55 1.14 28 27
17 Saudi Arabia 55 1.14 9 46
18 Turkey 48 1.00 33 16
19 United Arab Emirates 46 0.96 10 37
20 Indonesia 41 0.85 13 28
21 Israel 39 0.80 22 17
22 Mexico 36 0.75 15 21
23 Egypt 34 0.71 21 13
24 Lebanon 31 0.65 17 14
25 South Africa 26 0.54 12 14

Total of above 4 270 88.39 2 215 2 055
World [1] 4 831 100.00 2 474 2 356

Source: WTO Secretariat

[1] Excluding intra-EU27 trade.

Source: EUROSTAT (COMEXT)

EFTA’s top export destinations for 
merchandise trade: 2009

United States 7.8%

EFTA 31 FTA 
partners 8.9%

Japan 2.7%
China 2.6%

Russian Federation 1.0%
Hong Kong, China 1.7%

Rest of the world 
7.0%

EU27
68.3%

Source: EUROSTAT (COMEXT)

EFTA’s top import sources of 
merchandise trade: 2009

United States 5.9%

Japan 2.2%
China 4.5%

Vietnam 0.9%
Intra-EFTA 0.8% Rest of the world 

6.3%

EU27
74.1%

EFTA 31 FTA 
partners 5.2%

Fig. 17 Fig. 18
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Source: EUROSTAT (COMEXT)
* HS: Harmonised System for Product Classification.

EFTA’s key imports by commodity HS* section: 2009

Machinery, electrical
20.5%

Chemicals & 
allied industries

16.5%

Transportation
10.4%Metals 7.6%

Mineral products 7.1%

Precious or semi-precious 
stones, precious metals 5.8%

Optical, medical,
surgical instruments 4.4%

Textiles 4.3%

Plastics, rubbers 4.1%

Miscellaneous 
manufactured articles 3.5%

Foodstuffs 3.8%

Pulp of wood, etc. 2.8%

Other
8.7%

Fig. 19

Source: EUROSTAT (COMEXT)
* HS: Harmonised System for Product Classification.

EFTA’s key exports by commodity HS* section: 2009

Machinery, electrical
14.6%

Chemicals & 
allied industries

23.0%

Transportation 2.8%

Metals 5.6%

Mineral products
28.2%

Plastics, rubbers 1.8%

Precious or semi-precious 
stones 3.6%

Textiles 1.1%

Optical, medical, 
surgical instruments 9.0%

Animal and animal products 3.1%

Foodstuffs 1.9%

Pulp of wood, etc. 1.3%

Other 4.0%

Fig. 20
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Source: EUROSTAT (COMEXT)
* HS: Harmonised System for Product Classification.

EFTA's imports from the world by 
commodity HS* chapter: 2009

Machinery, mechanical appliances
12.1%

Pharmaceutical 
products
8.0%

Vehicles (not railway)
7.3%

Electrical machinery
8.4%

Mineral fuels, oil
6.6%

Precious stones and metals 5.8%
Organic chemicals 4.1%

Plastic, plastic articles 3.3%
Optical, medical, 

surgical instruments 3.4%

Iron and steel products 2.8%

Other 38.2%

Fig. 21

Source: EUROSTAT (COMEXT)
* HS: Harmonised System for Product Classification.

EFTA's exports to the world by 
commodity HS* chapter: 2009

Machinery, mechanical appliances
9.5%

Mineral fuels, oil
28.0%

Organic chemicals 5.7%

Pharmaceutical products
14.0%

Precious stones 3.6%

Clocks and watches 4.1%

Electrical machinery 5.1%

Optical, medical, 
surgical instruments 4.9%

Aluminium and 
articles thereof 2.2%

Fish, crustaceans 2.8%

Other 20.1%

Fig. 22

Fig. 23

Source: International Monetary Fund, World Economic Outlook Database

GDP world ranking: 2009 
(in billion USD)
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Source: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
* FDI: Foreign Direct Investment.

Global FDI* flows 
by origin: 2009 
(in million USD) Fig. 26 ..
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Global FDI* flows
by recipient: 2009 
(in million USD) Fig. 25 ..
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Leaders in GDP per capita (PPP): 2009 
(in USD) Fig. 24
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Source: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
* FDI: Foreign Direct Investment.

Global FDI* stocks 
by recipient: 2009 
(in million USD) Fig. 27 ..
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* FDI: Foreign Direct Investment.

Global FDI* stocks 
by origin: 2009 
(in million USD) Fig. 28 ..
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Top EFTA listed companies: 2010 Fig. 29

EFTA Europe World Company Activity Market value 
ranking ranking ranking (in billion USD)

1 1 (2) 12 (15) Nestlé (CH) Food producer 187.3
2 5 (6) 28 (26) Novartis (CH) Pharmaceuticals 142.7
3 6 (4) 29 (18) Roche Holding (CH) Pharmaceuticals 140.9
4 25 (19) 74 (63) Statoil (NO) Oil & gas 73.9
5 34 (38) 94 (110) Credit Suisse (CH) Banking 61.2
6 39 (51) 105 (145) UBS (CH) Banking 57.9
7 52 (42) 130 (123) ABB (CH) Electronic & electric equipment 51.0
8 73 (72) 187 (199) Zurich Financial Services (CH) Banking 37.9
9 90 (82) 293 (244) Syngenta (CH) Chemicals 26.3

10 96 (143) 323 (n.a.) Holcim (CH) Construction & materials 24.4
11 100 (142) 347 (n.a.) Telenor (NO) Telecom 22.5
12 108 (163) 386 (n.a.) Richemont (CH) Personal goods 20.2
13 117 (95) 411 (328) Swisscom (CH) Telecom 18.9
14 118 (228) 419 (n.a.) DnB Nor (NO) Banking 18.6
15 124 (229) 433 (n.a.) Swiss Re (CH) Nonlife insurance 18.3
16 131 (201) 467 (n.a.) The Swatch Group (CH) Personal goods 17.2
17 159 (105) n.a. (380) Synthes (CH) Health care equipment 14.8
18 185 (212) n.a. Yara International (NO) Chemicals 12.7
19 194 (196) n.a. Kuhne +

Nagel International (CH) Industrial transport 12.2
20 212 (162) n.a. SGS (CH) Support services 10.8

Source:  Financial Times (FT) Global 500 Survey: 2010

The FT Global 500 Survey: 2010 is based on market values and prices on 31 March 2010.

(2009 rankings are indicated in brackets)
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The EFTA States combine competitiveness …

The World Competitiveness Scoreboard: 2010

According to IMD* Fig. 30

Rank Country

4 (4) Switzerland 

9 (11) Norway

30 (-) Iceland

(2009 rankings are indicated in brackets)

The Overall Competitiveness Scoreboard ranks the world's 55 leading economic
nations. It is calculated by combining four factors of competitiveness: economic
performance, government efficiency, business efficiency and infrastructure.

The Global Competitiveness Index: 2010

According to WEF* Fig. 31

Rank Country

1 (1) Switzerland 

14 (14) Norway

31 (26) Iceland

(2009 rankings are indicated in brackets) 

The Global Competitiveness Index measures the set of institutions, policies
and factors that determine the sustainable current and medium-term levels of
economic prosperity.

Source: United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the 2010 Human Development Report 

The Human Development Index (HDI) is a summary composite index that measures a country's average achievements in three basic
aspects of human development: health, knowledge and a decent standard of living. 

Rank Country

1 Norway

2 Australia

3 New Zealand

4 United States

5 Ireland

6 Liechtenstein

7 Netherlands

8 Canada 

9 Sweden

Rank Country

10 Germany

11 Japan

12 Republic of Korea

13 Switzerland

14 France

15 Israel

16 Finland

17 Iceland

18 Belgium

… with a high quality of life

The Human Development Index: 2010 Fig. 32

Source: * Institute for Management Development, World Competitiveness Yearbook 2010

Source: * World Economic Forum, the Global Competitiveness Report 2010/11
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Social indicators: 2009 Fig. 33

Iceland Liechtenstein Norway Switzerland EU27
Life expectancy 
at birth - women[1] 83.3 85.4 83.1 84.4 82.2

Life expectancy 
at birth - men[1] 79.7 80.0 78.6 79.8 76.1

Infant mortality 
rate (per 1 000 live births)[1][2] 1.8 2.5 3.1 4.3 4.7

Population 
growth rate (in %) -0.5 0.7 1.3 1.1 0.4

Employment rate
(in % of people aged 15 to 64 in employment) 78.3 71.9 76.4 79.2 64.6

Women 76.5 62.9 74.4 73.8 58.6

Men 80.0 80.7 78.3 84.5 70.7

Unemployment rate (in %) 7.0 2.8 3.1 4.3 8.9

Sources: EUROSTAT and National Statistical Offices
[1] EU27 figures are from 2006.
[2] Liechtenstein five-year average from 2004 to 2007.

Source: EUROSTAT 

Unemployment rates: 2009
(in %) Fig. 34
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9-11, rue de Varembé
1211 Geneva 20
Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 33 22 600
Fax: +41 22 33 22 677
Email: mail.gva@efta.int
http://www.efta.int/

EFTA Secretariat, Geneva (Headquarters)

Rue Joseph II, 12-16 
1000 Brussels
Belgium

Tel.: +32 2 286 17 11
Fax: +32 2 286 17 50
Email: mail@efta.int
http://www.efta.int/
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2721 Luxembourg

Tel: +352 4301 37775
Fax: +352 4301 32145
Email: efta-lux@ec.europa.eu
http://www.efta.int/
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The European Free Trade Association (EFTA) is an intergovernmental organisation for the promotion of free trade and economic integration
to benefit its four Member States: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. The Association is responsible for the management of:

• The EFTA Convention, which forms the legal basis of the organisation and governs free trade relations between the EFTA States;

• EFTA’s worldwide network of free trade and partnership agreements and; 

• The Agreement on the European Economic Area (EEA), which enables three of the four EFTA Member States (Iceland, Liechtenstein and
Norway) to participate fully in the Internal Market of the European Union.
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